Daniel 6

Daniel in the Lions’ Den
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OVERVIEW

	Day
	Literal Sense
	Application

	1
	Darius reflects on setting Daniel over the kingdom.
	We can always choose the Lord as our leader.

	2
	Loyalty to Darius alone decreed.
	Hell will attempt to persuade us to lead ourselves rather than follow the Lord.

	3
	Daniel is cast into the lions’ den.
	The hells will attack us if we resist their attempts to convince us to be selfish.

	4
	The Lord protects Daniel.
	If we trust and follow the Lord when hell attacks us, He will protect us.

	5
	Darius punishes his advisors.
	Evil carries with it its own punishment.

	6
	Darius makes a new decree.
	When we resist evil we will then be able to see even better that the Lord is our Savior.


Day One: Darius Reflects on Setting Daniel over the Kingdom

	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	1-3
	Worship of the Lord was thought about, as in the church. 


1 It seemed good before Darius to raise up over the kingdom a hundred and twenty princes, who should be over the whole kingdom;

AC 2089. "King" and "princes" are mentioned in various parts of the Word; but in the internal sense they never signify king or princes, but the primary things of the matter in connection with which they are mentioned.
2 and over these, three presidents, of whom Daniel was first, that the princes might give accounts to them, and the king should not be harmed

AE 31. By "king," in the prophetic Word, is meant the Lord as to Divine truth, and by "kings" and "princes," those who from the Lord are in truths from good. And as most things in the Word also have an opposite sense, "kings" in that sense signify those who are in falsities from evil.
3 And this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king reflected on setting him over the whole kingdom.
AC 3652. By "Daniel" is signified everything prophetic concerning the Lord’s advent, and concerning the state of the church.

AE 183.7. "Spirit," in the spiritual sense, signifies truth, and man's life therefrom, which is intelligence…. This is clear from the following passages: …‘In him was an excellent spirit of knowledge and understanding’ (Dan. 5:12, 14).
The name Daniel in Hebrew (דניאל) means “God is my judge.”

DP 113. Man is not able to perceive the lusts of his evil. He does perceive their enjoyments, although he does not think much about them, for the enjoyments divert the thoughts and banish reflection. Consequently, unless one knew from some other source that his lusts are evils he would call them good, and from freedom in accordance with the reason of his thought he would give expression to them; and when he does that he appropriates them to himself. So far as he confirms evils as allowable he enlarges the court of the ruling love, which is his life’s love. Lusts are what constitute its court, for they are like its ministers and attendants, through which it governs the exteriors that constitute its kingdom. But as is the king, such are the ministers and attendants, and such the kingdom. When a king is a devil his ministers and attendants are insanities, and the people of his kingdom are falsities of every kind, which his ministers (whom they call wise although they are insane), cause, by means of reasoning from fallacies and by means of illusions, to appear as truths, and cause to be acknowledged as truths. Can such a state in man be changed except by putting away the evils in the external man? For thereby the lusts that cling to the evils are put away. 
Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. Do we recognize the decision process Darius was going through in our own thinking?

a. Whom do we appoint to be in charge? 

b. What reigns over the decisions we make?

c. Who is our judge?

2. Do we see the power of the Lord in the Word, just as Darius saw Daniel being “preferred above the presidents and princes?”

3. Do we reflect as Darius did on whether or not to put Daniel in charge “of the whole kingdom?”

Day Two: Loyalty to Darius Alone Decreed

	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	4-9
	They deliberated about this [worship of the Lord], and concluded that they should be worshiped in place of the Lord.


4 Then the presidents and princes were seeking to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no occasion or corruption, because he was faithful, neither was there any fault or corruption found in him.

5 Then these men said, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.

6 Then these presidents and princes burst in before the king and said thus to him: Darius, O King, live for ages!

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the dukes and the princes, the chancellors and the governors have consulted together to raise up a royal statute and to make a binding decree with authority, that whoever shall seek a petition from any God or man for thirty days, except of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree and inscribe the writing, so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not pass away.

9 Therefore King Darius inscribed the writing and the decree.
AC 10412.3. That the king of Babel did indeed command that he should be worshiped as a god is evident in Daniel 6. By "Babel" are meant those who are holy in externals but profane in internals, thus those who use the holy things of the church as means so that they themselves may be worshiped as gods. All those who are desirous of rising to dignities above others and to wealth above others as ends, by the holy things of the church as means, also do this.
TCR 292. This commandment, "There shall be no other God in My presence" means also in the natural sense, that no man dead or living should be worshiped as a god. This, too, was done in Asia and in various surrounding countries. Many of the gods of the heathen were simply men, as Baal, Ashtaroth, Chemosh, Milcom, Beelzebub; and at Athens and Rome, Saturn, Jupiter, Neptune, Pluto, Apollo, Pallas, and so forth. Some of these were worshiped first as saints, then as divinities and finally as gods. That they also worshiped living men as gods, appears from the edict of Darius the Mede,

     That for thirty days no man should ask anything from God, but from the king only; otherwise, he should be cast into a den of lions (Dan. 6:8-28).

AE 1029.9.  The Babylonish idolatry is described in Daniel… by the statute that Darius the Mede decreed, that no one should ask any petition from any god or from any man, but from the king; and that whoever should ask anything from god or from man within thirty days should be cast into a den of lions (Dan. 6:7-9).  By this [statute], "Babel" or "Babylon" is depicted as to dominion over holy things, and the assumption of Divine authority; and the destruction of such is described by all who persuaded Darius to make that statute being cast into the den of lions and devoured.  

AE 357.17.  "The Medes" [here] signify those who make nothing of the truths and goods of heaven and the church.

Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. How might we assume Divine authority like Darius the Mede?

2. What influences have we experienced that are like the “presidents of the kingdom, the dukes and the princes, the chancellors and the governors,” urging us to do stupid things?
3. Have we ever acted like the “presidents of the kingdom, the dukes and the princes, the chancellors and the governors” ourselves?
4. How does the meaning of the name Daniel (God is my Judge) fit with this portion of the story?
5. When do we try to displace the Lord as our Judge?

Day Three: Daniel is Cast into the Lions’ Den

	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	10-17
	This decree being denied by those who were of the Lord’s church, it was ordained that they should undergo the punishment of the Inquisition, which is “the lion’s den” into which Daniel was cast.


10 And when Daniel knew that the writing was inscribed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he knelt upon his knees three times a day, and prayed and confessed before his God, all as he was doing before this.
11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel beseeching and asking for grace before his God. . . .

13 Then they answered and said before the king, That Daniel, who is of the sons of the exile of Judah, does not regard thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast inscribed, but makes his petition three times a day.

Charity 174.  The externals of the body which pertain to worship are: (1) Frequenting temples, (2) Listening to sermons, (3) Devoutly singing, and praying on the knees, (4) Partaking the Sacrament of the Supper. And at home: (1) Prayer morning and evening, and at dinners and suppers, (2) Conversing with others about charity and faith, and about God, heaven, eternal life, and salvation, (3) And in the case of priests, preaching, and also private instruction, (4) And with everyone, the instruction of children and servants in such matters,   (5) Reading the Word, and books of instruction and of piety.
AC 5323. The bending of the knees is adoration. For all inward endeavors that are of the will, thus of the love or affection, consequently of the life, have outward acts or gestures corresponding to them. These acts or gestures flow from the very correspondence of outward things with inward ones. Holy fear with its consequent humility and therefore adoration has acts or gestures corresponding to itself, namely, bending the knees, falling down upon the knees, and also prostrating the body down to the earth. In this state, if the adoration is from genuine humility, or if the humility is from genuine holy fear, there is a failing of the spirits, and hence a giving way of the joints in the border or intermediate region where the spiritual is conjoined with the natural, thus where the knees are; for the parts below have correspondence with natural things, and those above with spiritual things. Hence it is that the bending of the knees is a sign representative of adoration.

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, stunk greatly to himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he was laboring until the going down of the sun to deliver him….
16 Then the king said, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. The king answered and said to Daniel, Thy God, whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee.
17 And a stone was brought, and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords, that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel.
AC 10050. “As the shepherd has snatched out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so shall the sons of Israel be rescued that dwell in Samaria, in the corner of a bed, and at the extremity of a couch” (Amos 3:12). By "the lion" are here signified those who lay waste the church.
AE 728. Hence it is that by lion in the Word, in the opposite sense, is signified infernal falsity destroying the truths of the church.
Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. How often should we pray? Do we need to pray as often as Daniel did?

2. Does it matter whether or not we kneel when we pray?

3. Do we ever feel the presence of spiritual lions around us when we are trying to follow the Lord despite what others around us may think?

4. Was Daniel worried?

5. Was Darius worried?
6. How do we develop the confidence to follow the Lord that Daniel had?

Day Four: Daniel is Protected by the Lord

	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	18-23
	But still they were guarded by the Lord, that they might not undergo that punishment.


18 Then the king went up to his palace and was in his house fasting; neither were instruments of music brought in before him; and his sleep fled away from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice to Daniel, and the king answered and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

21 Then Daniel spoke with the king, O king, live for ages.

22 My God has sent His angel and has shut the mouths of the lions, that they have not hurt me, all because before Him I was found clean; and yes, before thee, O king, I have not done any hurt.
AC 6344.4-5.  Scarcely anyone in this world can know what is the nature of the power that is in truth from good. But it is known to those who are in the other life, and thus by revelation thence. They who are in truth from good, that is, in faith from charity, are in power through truth from good. In this power are all the angels, and from this the angels are called in the Word "powers;" for they are in the power of restraining evil spirits, one angel being able to restrain a thousand all at once. They exercise their power chiefly when with man, in defending him at times against many hells, and this in a thousand and a thousand ways.  They have this power by means of the truth that is of faith from the good that is of charity. But as they have their faith from the Lord, it is the Lord alone who is the power in them.
TCR 123.4-6.  The Lord’s combat against hell may also be compared, though imperfectly, to a conflict with all the wild beasts on the earth and their slaughter and subjugation, until not one of them dares comes forth to attack any man who is in the Lord; so that if the man but shows a threatening countenance his enemy instantly shrinks back as if he felt a vulture on his breast striving to pierce him to the very heart. Moreover, infernal spirits are compared in the Word to wild beasts….  

By a like Divine power the Lord fights at this day against hell in every man who is being regenerated; for hell attacks all such with diabolical fury, and unless the Lord resisted and tamed that fury man could not but succumb. For hell is like one monstrous man, or like a huge lion, with which indeed it is compared in the Word. Therefore unless the Lord kept that lion or monster manacled and fettered, a man from himself, when rescued from one evil, could not help but fall into another, and again into others continually.
Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. How often do we think about the angels who are with us?

2. Can we ever recognize the influence that angels have on us in the course of a day or at any given moment?  

3. Have we ever had an experience like Daniel, or heard of others who have had an experience like Daniel when there was an awareness of an angel being sent by the Lord to protect or help us? 

4. Day Five: Darius’ Advisors Punished
	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	24
	Those who invented that crime were cast into hell.


24 And the king said, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and they did not reach the bottom of the pit before the lions had dominion over them and broke all their bones in pieces.
HH 550. Evil spirits are severely punished in the world of spirits in order that by means of punishments they may be deterred from doing evil. This also appears to be from the Lord; and yet nothing of punishment there is from the Lord, but is from the evil itself, since evil is so joined with its own punishment that the two cannot be separated. For the infernal crew desire and love nothing so much as doing evil, especially inflicting punishments and torment upon others; and they maltreat and inflict punishments upon everyone who is not protected by the Lord. When, therefore, evil is done from an evil heart, because it thereby discards all protection from the Lord, infernal spirits rush upon the one who does the evil, and inflict punishment. 
This may be partly illustrated by evils and their punishments in the world, where the two are also joined. For laws in the world prescribe a penalty for every evil; therefore he who rushes into evil rushes also into the penalty of evil. The only difference is that in the world the evil may be concealed, but in the other life it cannot be concealed. 
All this makes clear that the Lord does evil to no one; and that it is the same as it is in the world, where it is not the king nor the judge nor the law that is the cause of punishment to the guilty, because these are not the cause of the evil in the evil doer.
AC  391. The state of evil spirits in the other life shows most clearly that those who are in evil and falsity are afraid of everybody. Those who have deprived themselves of all charity wander about and flee from place to place. Wherever they go, if to any societies, these at once perceive their character by their mere coming, for such is the perception that exists in the other life; and they not only drive them away, but also severely punish them, and with such animosity that they would kill them if they could. Evil spirits take the greatest delight in punishing and tormenting one another; it is their highest gratification. Not until now has it been known that evil and falsity themselves are the cause of this, for whatever anyone desires for another returns upon himself. Falsity has in itself the penalty of falsity, and evil has in itself the penalty of evil, and consequently they have in themselves the fear of these penalties.
Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. Did you notice that the advisors did not even reach the bottom of the pit before the lions attacked them? 

2. How does the lions’ “dominion” over Darius’ advisors demonstrate the way evil operates?

3. What can we learn about the power the Lord gives angels by contrasting the way the lions acted with Daniel and the way the lions acted with Darius’ advisors?

Day Six: Darius Makes a New Decree
	Verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense (PP)

	25-28
	Those who were in worship of the Lord were saved.


25 Then King Darius wrote, To all peoples, nations, and tongues that dwell in all the earth: Your peace be multiplied.

26 A decree is set forth from me that in every dominion of my kingdom men must be trembling and fearing before the God of Daniel; for He is the living God, and steadfast to eternity, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be to the end.
TCR 791.  NOTE. - After this work was finished the Lord called together His twelve disciples who followed Him in the world; and the next day He sent them all forth throughout the whole spiritual world to preach the Gospel that THE LORD GOD JESUS CHRIST reigns, whose kingdom shall be for ages and ages, according to the prediction in Daniel (7:13, 14), and in Revelation (11:15). Also that blessed are those who come to the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9).

This took place on the nineteenth day of June, 1770.
27 He delivers and rescues, and He does signs and amazing things in heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel from the hand of the lions.

28 So this Daniel prospered in the kingdom of Darius, and in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.
TCR 43.  The third essential of the love of God, which is to render others blessed from Himself, is recognized in eternal life, which is the endless blessedness, happiness, and felicity that God gives to those who receive into themselves His love. For as God is love itself, so He is blessedness itself; for all love breathes forth delight from itself, and the Divine love breathes forth blessedness itself, happiness, and felicity to eternity. Thus God from Himself renders the angels blessed, and men after death; and this He does by conjunction with them.
Questions and Points for Discussion:

1. After resisting a particular evil, have we ever experienced a new appreciation that the Lord truly is our Savior?

2. Is it helpful to think of Darius’ new decree when we are tempted to take credit for something the Lord has done for us?

3. Is the idea of the Lord as our “deliverer and rescuer” helpful?  When we say the Lord’s Prayer and ask the Lord to “deliver us from evil” does it help to think of the request as a prayer to be rescued from a particular evil?

